INDEX 


Ante -Natal  Clinics  ........  20 

Ante-Natal  Care  by  General  Practitioners  . . . .21 

Area  of  Borough  .........  6 

Artificial  Sunlight  Clinics  .......  23 

Births  and  Birth  Rate  ........  7 

Births  in  Institutions  ........  7 

Cfiief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  .....  27 

Child  Guidance  Clinic  . ......  24 

Committees  . . . . . . . ...  . 4 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate  .......  7 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  ......  9 

Deaths — Causes  and  Ages  .......  8 

Deaths — Accidental  ........  9 

Dental  Treatment  of  Adolescents  . . . . .18 

Dental  Treatment  M.  & C.W.  ......  25 

Diphtheria  ..........  12 

Diphthepia  Immunisation  . . . . . . .14 

Food  Poisoning  .........  14 

Health  Visitors’  Work  ........  22 

Home  Helps  ..........  19 

Home  Help  Service.  W.V.S.  .......  16 

Hospitals  ..........  20 

Illegitimate  Children  ........  22 

Infant  Life  Protection  ........  22 

Infant  Mortality — Causes  and  Ages  . . . . .11 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ........  9 

Infantile  Paralysis  . . . . . . . .12 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  ......  15 

Infectious  Disease  Notifications  . . . . . .12 

Inhabited  Houses  .........  6 

Maternal  Mortality  . . . . . . . .11 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes  ......  20 

Measles  . . . . . . . . . . .12 

Midwives  ...........  19 

Municipal  Midwifery  Service  . . . . . . .19 

Nurseries — Day  .........  23 

Nursery — Residential  . . . . • . . . .24 

Population  ..........  6 

Population,  Natural  Increase  . . . . . . 7 

Premature  Births  . . . . . . . . ..21 

Rateable  Value  .........  6 

Sanitary  Inspectors’  Work  .......  29 

Scabies  . . . . . . . . . . .15 

Speech  Therapy  .........  24 

Staff  ...........  4-5 

Suicides  ...........  9 

Test  Feeds  ..........  24 

Tuberculosis  ..........  15 

Typhoid  Fever  .........  14 

Water  Supply  .........  6 

Whooping  Cough  . . . . . . . . .14 

CHARTS  ; 

Chart  Showing  Infantile  Mortality  Rates  . . . .10 

,,  ,,  Notification  AND  Deaths  from  Diphtheria  . 13 

,,  ,,  Number  OF  Home  Helps  supplied  BY  W.V.S.  . 17 


Public  Health  Department, 

Guildhall,  Cambridge. 

August,  1948 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Maternity  and 

Child  Welfare  Committees, 

Introduction  to  the  Annual  Report  for  1947. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  seventy-fourth  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Borough. 

Dr.  W.  Hartston  resigned  from  the  post  of  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  in  March,  and  Dr.  J.  F.  Caithness,  was  appointed  Deputy 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  took  up  the  duties  of  Acting  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  the  same  month. 

Mr.  Charles  White  retired  from  the  post  of  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  D.  W.  Bottom  at  the  beginning 
of  May.  Mr.  White  served  the  Borough  with  zeal  and  efficiency 
for  twenty-five  years,  and  suitable  tributes  were  paid  to  him  on 
his  retirement. 

The  health  of  the  Borough  has  remained  satisfactory  throughout 
the  year. 

The  high  birth  rate  noted  last  year  has  been  maintained,  while 
the  death  rate  shows  a small  reduction.  The  high  birth  rate  is  not 
only  an  aftermath  of  the  recent  war,  but  it  is  also  a natural  sequel 
to  the  high  birth  rates  of  the  post-war  ” years  of  the  first  war 
(1919-20),  the  children  of  these  years  being  the  parents  of  the 
present  generation  of  infants. 

The  Infantile  death  rate  shows  a further  fall,  and  the  figure 
of  30  is  (along  with  the  year  1938)  the  lowest  yet  recorded  in  the 
Borough. 

It  is  fitting  that  this  low  record  should  again  be  achieved  in  the 
last  complete  year  that  the  Borough  functions  as  an  independent 
authority  for  Infant  Welfare. 

The  rate  for  the  whole  country  (41)  is  also  the  lowest  yet 
recorded. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  steady  increase  in  the  proportion 
of  births  taking  place  in  Hospitals  and  Nursing  Homes.  In  1947 
three  out  of  every  four  births  in  the  Borough  occurred  in  institutions. 
It  is  fortunate  that  such  accommodation  is  available,  in  view  of  the 
shortage  of  domestic  help  and  housing  difficulties.  A large  part 
of  this  accommodation  is  provided  at  the  Cambridgeshire  County 
Council's  Mill  Road  Hospital. 

The  year  was  notable  for  outbreaks  of  three  infectious  diseases. 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  showed  considerable  increases,  while 
a new  problem  in  Infectious  Disease  control  confronted  the  country 
in  the  widespread  outbreak  of  Infantile  Paralysis.  Cambridge  was 
fortunate  to  escape  lightly  from  this  outbreak.  Further  details 
of  these  diseases  are  given  on  page  12. 
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Scabies  showed  a further  reduction  in  incidence  to  one  third 
of  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria  shows 
an  increase  on  the  previous  year.  The  majority  of  children  now 
receive  the  first  immunisation  about  their  first  birthday,  or  even  at 
nine  months  ; but  if  full  protection  is  to  be  maintained  throughout 
school  life,  a supplementary  or  ‘‘  booster  ” injection  should  be  given 
in  the  first  year  at  school.  Special  attention  has  been  given 
to  these  supplementary  injections  during  the  year. 

A scheme  for  immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  was 
introduced,  and  is  noted  on  page  14. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  shows  in  detail  the  work 
of  that  department,  carried  on  in  spite  of  shortage  of  staff  for  five 
months.  Increasing  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  Hygiene  of  food 
distribution,  the  importance  of  which  is  being  gradually  appreciated 
by  the  public. 

The  Home  Help  Service  run  by  the  W.V.S.  on  behalf  of  the 
Borough  continues  to  play  a valuable  part  in  the  social  services  of 
the  Borough  ; the  work  for  the  chronic  sick  and  aged  in  particular 
has  steadily  increased,  as  shown  in  the  details  on  page  16. 

While  the  housing  programme  of  the  Borough  has  made  steady 
progress,  the  shortage  of  housing  is  still  the  most  important  single 
barrier  to  progress  in  Public  Health  and  the  social  welfare  of  the 
people. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  Margaret  C.  K.  Patterson,  who  com- 
piled the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  section  of  this  report. 

I have  also  to  thank  Mr.  J.  Lambert  and  staff  for  their  co- 
operation during  the  year,  and  for  their  help  in  the  preparation  of 
this  report. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  Obedient  Servant, 

J.  F.  CAITHNESS, 
Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
(January  to  November). 

The  Mayor. 

Chairman  : Alderman  E.  T.  Halnan. 

Members  : Aldermen  Peck  and  Squires.  Councillors  Lady  Bragg, 
Chapman,  Balfour  Gourlay,  Knox-Shaw,  Overton, 

Mrs.  Patterson,  C.  E.  Ridgeon,  Scarlett. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  COMMITTEE 

(January  to  November). 

The  Mayor. 

Chairman  : Councillor  Lady  Bragg. 

Members : Alderman  Peck.  Councillors  Bull,  Balfour  Gourlay, 
Nobbs,  Mrs.  Patterson,  Mrs.  Rackham,  H.  D.  R.  Ridgeon,  Rylands, 
Scarlett,  and  the  following  co-opted  Members  : Dr.  C.  M.  Stevenson, 
Miss  Oman,  Miss  A.  Graham,  Mrs.  Mellish  Clark,  and  Mrs.  I. 

WiDDISON. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Superintendent  Borough  Isolation  Hospital : 

W.  Hartston,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.,  D.T.M. 

(resigned  March  17th). 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

J.  F.  Caithness,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

(Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Superintendent  Borough  Isolation^ 

Hospital  from  March  \lth). 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : 

M.  C.  K.  Patterson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  D.O.  (Oxon.). 

Matron  : Isolation  Hospital : Miss  D.  K.  Bell. 

Deputy  Supt.,  Isolation  Hospital : D.  Cameron,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (part-time). 

Dental  Officers  (part-time)  (also  engaged  in  School  Medical  Service)  : 

Senior  Dental  Officer  : W.  Baird  Grandison,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S. 

Assistant  Dental  Officers  : C.  Harris,  L.D.S. 

Miss  Page,  L.D.S. 

A.  C.  Capper,  L.D.S. 
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Mechanic  : 


H.  J.  Sampson. 


Dental  Attendants 


Matron  : Primrose  Croft 
Residential  Nursery  : 

Matron  : Sedley  Nursery  : 

Warden  : Young  Street 
Nursery  : 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Senior  Sampling  Officer  : 


District  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 


Miss  O.  J.  Bowen. 
Miss  D.  Mallett. 
Miss  E.  Impey. 
Miss  H.  Denton. 
Miss  I.  J.  Wisbey. 

Miss  M.  Brand. 
Miss  R.  Buxton. 


Miss  O.  Sander. 


C.  White  (retired  April  30th). 

D.  W.  Bottom  (appointed  May  1st). 

A.  Perrins. 

T.  A.  Teal. 

G.  P.  Lawrence. 

L.  G.  Owen  (appointed  November  24th). 


Health  Visitors  : 

Miss  T.  Gibbons. 

Miss  C.  Boyd 

(resigned  October  18th). 
Miss  L.  J.  W.  Stephen. 

Miss  M.  Thomas. 

Miss  V.  Wolstencroft 

(commenced  Sept.  17th). 


Miss  W.  G.  Lower. 

Miss  D.  P.  Guariento. 
Miss  D.  Gardner 

(resigned  June  14th). 
Miss  J.  Pate. 

Miss  L.  Tritton. 


Municipal  Midwives  : Mrs.  Matthews. 

Mrs.  Hughes  (resigned  June  20th). 

Miss  Meyer  (commenced  August  18th). 
Miss  Rattew  (commenced  December  8th). 


CLERICAL  ADMINISTRATIVE  STAEE. 

Chief  Clerk  : J.  Lambert. 

E.  A.  C.  Rundle. 

Miss  M.  Smith. 

J.  Hiscock. 

Miss  J.  Burr. 

J.  Impey. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clerks  : Miss  L.  Sladen. 

Miss  B.  Marshall. 
Mrs.  M.  Watkins. 
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Borough  of  Cambridge 


Report  of  the  Acting  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  1947 


1.  General  Statistics. 

Area  (acres)  10,057 

Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  79,490 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  19,849 

Estimated  Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  £725,000 

Estimated  Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  . . . £2,900 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


T otal. 

M. 

F. 

/Legitimate 
’ \ Illegitimate 

1485 

90 

743 

47 

7421 

43/ 

Birth  Rate 

19.5 

Deaths 

917 

463 

454 

Death  Rate 

11.5 

Number  of  women  dying  in. 

or  in  consequence  of,  \ 

from  sepsis 

...  0 

Childbirth  ... 

• • • 

• • • • • . 

/ 

,,  other  causes  1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  : — 
Legitimate  28.  Illegitimate  2.  Total  30. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  source  (deep  wells  at  Fleam  Dyke) 
nor  in  the  ownership  or  operation  (Cambridge  University  and  Town 
Waterworks  Company). 

A minimal  dose  of  chlorine  is  added  to  the  water  at  source,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  treatment,  but  as  a ready  indicator  of  contamination. . 
Deviation  of  the  chlorine  by  organic  matter  is  thus  immediately  detected. . 
Throughout  the  year  the  drinking  water  supply  to  the  Town  was  pure 
and  palatable.  Half  the  original  hardness  salts  in  the  water  are  removed^ 
by  softening.  Owing  to  the  national  fuel  and  transport  difficulties' 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  supplies  of  salt  for  the  softening  process = 
could  not  be  obtained.  As  a result,  for  ten  weeks  the  water  had  to  be, 
piped  to  the  consumer  in  its  natural  state  of  hardness.  Regular  samples^ 
taken  during  the  year  were  all  satisfactory  on  chemical  and  bacteriological 
testing. 

There  are  not  more  than  three  known  houses  in  the  town  with  theiril 
own  private  water  supply. 
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BIRTHS. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  year  was  19.5. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  20.5. 


Eight  hundred  and  ninety-four  children  were  born  in  Cambridge 
to  parents  not  resident  in  the  Borough.  These  are  registered  and  notified 
in  the  usual  way,  but  are  not  included  in  calculating  the  birth  rate. 
Thirty-eight  children,  whose  parents  are  residents  of  the  Borough,  were 
born  outside  the  district,  and  are  included  for  the  purpose  of  calculating 
the  birth  rate. 


The  following  figures  show  for  1946  and  1947  the  number  of  births, 
the  birth  rates,  and  the  proportion  at  birth  of  males  to  females  : — 

Total  No.  of  Males  born 

Births.  Males.  Females.  Birth  Rate,  per  100  Females. 


1946  ...  1540 

1947  ...  1575 


810  ...  730 
790  ...  785 


19.6  ...  109.9 

19.5  ...  103.3 


Births  in  Institutions, — -The  proportion  of  infants  born  in  Nursing 
Homes  and  Hospitals  was  73.8  per  cent,  of  the  total,  an  increase  of 
1.7  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  those  births  belonging  to  Cambridge  : — 


Private  Nursing  Homes 
County  Hospital 
Addenbrooke’s  Hospital 


Percentage  of 

Births. 

total  Births. 

272 

17.3 

818 

51.9 

72 

4.6 

Natural  Increase  of  the  Population, — The  following  figures  show  the 
natural  increase  or  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  : — 


Year. 

Total  Births. 

1942 

...  1179 

1943 

1370 

1944 

1426 

1945 

1311 

1946 

1540 

1947 

...  1575 

Total  Deaths.  Natural  Increase. 


873 

...  306 

923 

...  447 

921 

...  505 

862 

...  449 

903 

...  637 

917 

...  658 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  recorded  was  917,  an  increase  of  14  compared 
' with  1946.  The  death  rate  was  11.3.  The  death  rate  for  England  and 
I Wales  was  12.0. 
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Causes  and  Ages  of  Death  during  the  Year  1947. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1 Year. 

1 and 
under 
2. 

2 and 
under 

5. 

5 and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
45. 

45  and 
under 
65. 

65  anc 
up- 
wards. 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

— 



— 





Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  ... 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

4 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Meningococcal 

Meningitis 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

__ 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

_ 

_ 

Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory 
System 

24 

1 

2 

8 

12 

1 

Other  Tuber- 
culous Diseases 

6 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Cancer  ... 

150 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

51 

93 

Rheumatic  Fever 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Diabetes 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage 

112 

_ 

2 

21 

89 

Heart  Diseases... 

181 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

29 

151 

Arterio  Sclerosis 

35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

32 

Other  Diseases 
of  Circulation 

49 

21 

28 

Bronchitis 

28 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

5 

22 

Pneumonia 

(all  forms)  ... 

34 

6 

_ 

1 

8 

19 

Other  Respiratory 
Diseases 

13 

1 

4 

8 

Ulcer  of  Stomach 
or  Duodenum 

10 

2 

3 

5 

Appendicitis 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Digestive 
Diseases 

26 

6 

6 

14 

Acute  and 

Chronic  Nephritis 

13 

. 

. 

5 

8 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Accidents 
and  Diseases  of 
Pregnancy  and 
Parturition  . . . 

1 

• 

1 

Congenital 
Debility  and 
Malformation 
and  Premature 
Birth  ... 

33 

33 

Old  Age  (Senile 
Decay) 

41 

_ 

__ 

_ 

_ 

— 

41 

Suicide  ... 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

8 

4 

Accidental  Deaths 

25 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

3 

15 

Other  Causes  ... 

94 

3 

2 

2 

4 

1 

8 

20 

54 

Total 

917 

48 

3 

6 

7 

9 

48 

206 

590 

It  is  of  interest  that  64.4  of  the  total  deaths  were  of  persons  65  years  of  age  and  over. 
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CAUSES  OF  ACCIDENTAL  DEATHS. 


Road  Accidents ...  ...  6 

Suffocation  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drowning  1 

Coal  Gas  Poisoning  4 

Barbitone  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  1 

Consequent  upon  a Fall  ...  ...  11 
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SUICIDES. 

Coal  Gas  Poisoning 
Drowning 

Cutting  Instruments  . . . 
Firearms 


13 

3 

1 

2 


19 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. — During  the  year  there  were  344 
deaths  of  Cambridge  residents  in  Public  Institutions  and  Nursing  Homes. 


This  is  37.5  per  cent,  of  the  total  number 
percentage  was  38.9. 

of  deaths.  Last  year  the 

Per  cent. 

Institution. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

of  total 
Deaths. 

Addenbrooke’s  Hospital 

167 

18.2 

County  Hospital,  Mill  Road 

38 

4.1 

Isolation  Hospital 

4 

0.4 

Private  Nursing  Homes 

33 

3.6 

Chesterton  Institution  ... 

57 

6.2 

Papworth  Tuberculosis  Colony  ... 

2 

0.2 

Fulbourn  Mental  Hospital 

16 

1.8 

Other  Institutions 

27 

3.0 

botal  ...  ... 

344 

37.5 

INFANT  MORTALITY,  1947. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  the  year  was  30  per  1,000  births. 
The  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  41  per  1,000  births. 

Fifty-eight  per  cent,  of  these  deaths  occurred  within  the  first  week 
of  life. 


Infant  Mortality 

Percentage  of 

Infant  Mortality 

No.  of  Infant  per  1,000 

total  deaths  at 

rate  in  England 

Year. 

Deaths. 

Births. 

all  ages. 

and  Wales. 

1943 

...  53 

39 

5.7 

49 

1944 

...  77 

54 

8.3 

46 

1945 

...  55 

42 

6.4 

46 

1946 

53 

34 

5.8 

43 

1947 

...  48 

30 

5.2 

41 

Chart  showing  Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  Births  in  Cambridge  from  1910. 


The  dotted  line  represents  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Nett  Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  at  Various  Ages  Under  1 Year. 


Causes  of  Death. 

1 Under  1 week 

1-2  weeks 

i 

2-3  weeks 

1 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

1 month 

1 

1 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  deaths 

under  1 year 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Convulsions 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 
(all  forms) 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

6 

Gastro  Enteritis. . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Suffocation, 

Overlying 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

Inj  ury  at  Birth  . . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Atelectasis 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Congenital 
Malformations  . . . 

6 

6 

3 

1 

10 

Premature  Birth 

14 

1 

— 

15 

— 

— 

__ 

— 

15 

Atrophy,  Debility 
and  Marasmus  . . . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Other  Causes 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Totals 

28 

2 

- 

1 

31 

8 

4 

3 

\ 

2 

48 

Of  the  48  deaths  in  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  45  occurred  in 
legitimately  born  children  and  3 among  “ illegitimates." 


Average  five  years. 

Infantile 


Year. 

No.  of 
Births. 

Birth 

Rate, 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Death  Mortality 
Rate.  Rate. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate. 

1943 

1370 

17.5 

923 

11.8 

39^ 

1944 

1426 

18.3 

921 

11.8 

54 

1945 

1311 

16.9 

862 

11.1 

42 

19.5 

11.5 

40 

1946 

1540 

19.3 

903 

11.3 

34 

1947 

1575 

19.5 

917 

11.5 

30  i 

Maternal  Mortality. — There  was  one  death  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  mothers  from  sepsis,  and  from  other 
puerperal  conditions  for  the  past  ten  years  was  4 from  sepsis  and  14  from 
all  other  conditions. 


The  death  rate  from  puerperal  sepsis  for  the  same  period  has  been 
0.3  per  1,000  births,  and  from  other  puerperal  conditions  1.1  per  1,000 
births. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  DURING 


Disease.  Under 

1 

to 

THE  YEAR. 

3 5 10 

to  to  to 

15 

to 

25 

to 

45 

& 

Total 

Small-pox  . . . 

1 

3 

5 

10 

15 

25 

45 

over. 

- 

Diphtheria  . . . 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

• — 

4 

7 

31 

8 

5 

5 

• — 

60 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Typhoid 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

7 

Acute  Polio- 
myelitis 

2 

1 

2 

1 

_ 

1 

— — 

7 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Meningitis 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

_ 

6 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

- 

— 

- 

. 

- 

10 

14 

24 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

2 

2 

Pneumonia . . . 

2 

• — 

1 

2 

2 

1 

4 

13 

25 

Erysipelas  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

12 

15 

Dysentery  ... 

— 

5 

— 

■ — 

— 

1 

1 

' — 

7 

Measles 

20 

116 

234 

371 

16 

14 

7 

— 

778 

Whooping 

Cough 

15 

42 

70 

74 

1 

3 

205 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 



— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Diphtheria. — The  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  is  the  second  lowest 
yet  recorded  (1936 — 4 cases).  In  the  closing  days  of  the  year,  the  first 
fatal  case  for  three  years  occurred. 

Four  of  the  five  cases,  including  the  fatal  case,  had  not  been 
immunised.  The  fifth,  a child  of  school  age,  had  been  immunised  in 
infancy,  but  had  not  received  any  further  supplementary  injection. 

M easles .—The  outbreak  of  Measles  was  the  largest  yet  recorded 
in  the  Borough  since  Measles  became  a notifiable  disease  (1940).  The 
age  incidence  of  the  cases,  and  the  fact  that  the  peak  of  the  outbreak 
occurred  in  the  late  spring  and  summer  of  an  abnormally  warm  season, 
contributed  to  the  lack  of  serious  complications  and  absence  of  fatal 
cases. 

52.4%  of  all  cases  were  5 years  of  age  and  over. 

OO  CO/  Q 

OZu.yJ  /q  ,,  ,,  y,  yy  U yy  yy  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Infantile  Paralysis. — The  Borough  escaped  very  lightly  from  this 
nation-wide  epidemic,  7 cases  only  being  notified.  In  3 cases  the 
condition  was  not  discovered  until  the  paralysis  appeared.  The  other 
4 cases  were  all  treated  in  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  during  the 
period  of  infectivity.  Two  of  these,  both  children  of  school  age,  escaped 


The  Number  of  Notifications  is  represented  by  the  Columns,  the  lower  black  portion  of  which  shows  the  Number  of  Deaths. 
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without  any  paralysis.  The  other  2 cases,  an  adult  and  an  infant,  were 
transferred  to  White  Lodge  Hospital,  Newmarket,  on  completion  of 
their  period  of  isolation,  where  orthopaedic  treatment  had  been  made 
available  for  these  cases  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Whooping  Cough. — A minor  epidemic  of  this  disease  occurred  in 
the  first  8 months  of  the  year.  The  3 deaths  all  took  place  in  children 
under  6 months  of  age. 

Fifty-two  per  cent,  of  the  notified  cases  were  under  5 years.  With 
the  increasing  control  of  Diphtheria,  the  relative  mildness  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  and  the  possibilities  of  control  in  Measles,  Whooping  Cough 
remains  as  the  most  important  ''  killing  ” disease  of  early  childhood. 

A scheme  for  providing  immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough 
was  introduced  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  Whooping  Cough 
vaccine  was  offered  either  alone  or  in  combination  with  Diphtheria 
prophylactic.  This  latter  method  has  the  advantage  of  reducing  the 
total  number  of  injections  required,  and  therefore  the  total  number  of 
visits  to  the  clinic. 

Through  this  scheme  780  children  completed  a course  of  immunisa- 
tion against  Whooping  Cough.  It  is  as  yet  too  early  to  comment  on 
the  effectiveness  of  this  measure. 

Food  Poisoning. — Thirteen  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified 
to  the  department  by  private  practitioners  during  the  year.  In  every 
case  investigations  were  made  to  discover  a possible  cause,  and  specimens 
were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  when  available.  In 
only  2 cases  were  specific  organisms  isolated.  In  all  cases  the  duration 
of  the  illness  was  short.  No  cases  were  fatal. 

One  outbreak  involved  at  least  5 persons  and  was  quickly  traced 
to  a form  of  processed  meat  manufactured  in  another  town.  Enquiries 
showed  that  the  local  cases  were  only  part  of  an  outbreak  which  was 
widely  distributed  in  the  S.E.  of  England,  and  that  steps  had  already  been 
taken  at  the  place  of  manufacture  to  prevent  further  spread. 

Typhoid  Fever. — While  the  one  case  of  this  disease  was  diagnosed 
in  the  Borough,  investigation  showed  that  the  patient  had  contracted 
the  infection  while  on  holiday  in  Ireland. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. — There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  children  immunised  against  this  disease,  1,092  being  inoculated  in  1947 
against  962  in  1946. 

In  addition,  378  children  were  given  a secondary  or  reinforcing 
injection  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  who  had  completed 
a full  course  of  Immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  December  31st,  1947. 

Under 

1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  11  12  13  14  Total. 

99  836  895  1094  904  697  693  651  776  716  664  689  670  719  533  10636 
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Scabies. — At  the  Treatment  Centre  at  Auckland  Road  256  persons 
attended,  and  they  made  521  attendances.  In  addition,  106  persons 
attended  from  the  County  area  for  treatment.  The  Health  Visitors 
paid  28  visits  to  the  homes  of  Scabies  cases. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  treat  cases  from  the  County  area 
at  a charge  of  2/6d.  per  treatment. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  66,  the  pulmonary 
cases  numbered  56  and  the  non-pulmonary  10.  Thirty  deaths  during 
the  year, were  attributed  to  tuberculosis,  of  which  24  were  of  the  lungs. 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  1947  was  552,  of  whom  286  were  males  and  266  females.  The 
pulmonary  cases  numbered  412  (225  males  and  187  females),  and  the 
non-pulmonary  140  (61  males  and  79  females).  Provision  of  treatment 
is  a responsibility  of  the  County  Council. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  during 
1947  from  the  Borough  and  adjacent  Rural  Districts  : — 


In 

Hospital 
Dec.  31st, 

Admit- 

Dis- 

Died. 

In 

Hospital 
Dec.  31st, 

Small-pox ... 

1946. 

ted. 

charged. 

1947. 

Diphtheria 

1 

10 

10 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

70 

64 

— 

9 

Measles 

1 

59 

60 

— 

— - 

Mumps 

■ — ■ 

8 

8 

— 

- — 

Chicken-pox 

■ — 

19 

19 

— 

— 

.German  Measles  . . . 

— 

25 

24 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

1 

12 

9 

3 

1 

Erysipelas... 

— 

6 

6 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

12 

11 

1 

— 

Dysentery... 

— 

7 

7 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid 

— 

9 

9 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

32 

31 

1 

— ■ 

Cerebro-spinal 

Meningitis 

_ 

5 

5 

_ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Influenza  ... 

— 

6 

6 

— 

— . 

Others 

• — 

22 

20 

1 

1 

— — 

— 

— 

— 



Total 

7 

307 

295 

7 

12 

16 


The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  shows  an  increase  of  60  as 
compared  with  1946,  the  number  admitted  from  the  Borough  being  217, 
as  compared  with  166  in  1946  ; and  from  the  other  areas  61,  as  compared 
with  48  in  1946.  In  addition,  29  members  of  H.M.  Forces  were  treated 
in  the  hospital,  as  compared  with  33  in  1946. 

The  total  income  received  from  the  treatment  of  patients  for  the 
financial  year  ended  March  31st,  1947,  was  £1,464  13s.  3d.  Of  this  sum 
£474  14s.  6d.  was  received  from  paying  patients,  and  £989  18s.  9d. 
from  other  Authorities. 

As  in  previous  years  a number  of  private  patients  were  treated 

by  the  practitioner  of  their  choice. 

.1 

" The  increasing  shortage  of  nursing  staff  was  a problem  which  caused 
anxiety  throughout  the  year.  It  was  fortunate  that  the  only  major 
outbreak  of  Infectious  Disease- — (Measles) — was  one  which  did  not  call 
for  a large-scale  use  of  the  hospital’s  accommodation. 

The  hospital  played  a very  valuable  part  in  providing  accommodation 
for  cases  of  Infantile  Paralysis  from  surrounding  districts,  and  while  the 
number  of  cases  was  not  large,  the  nursing  attention  they  required  was 
considerable. 

Of  the  32  proved  cases  admitted,  3 (all  over  16  years  of  age)  required 
treatment  in  the  ‘‘  Iron  Lung.”  The  1 fatal  case,  a woman  of  43,  was  one 
of  these  3 cases. 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  Home  Help  Service  operated  by  the  W.V.S.  on  behalf  of  the 
Council  continues  to  play  a very  useful  part  in  the  social  services  of  the 
Borough. 

This  service  caters  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  also  for 
the  chronic  sick  and  aged. 

The  service  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  is  recorded  in  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  section  of  this  report. 

The  day-to-day  administration  is  in  the  hands  of  a whole-time 
Organiser  and  Assistant.  These  two  officials  and  the  individual  Home 
Helps  are  now  paid  by  the  Borough  Council. 

Patients  are  expected  to  pay  for  the  service  according  to  their 
means.  An  assessment  is  made  in  all  cases  on  a scale  laid  down  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

Cases  are  recommended  by  doctors,  district  nurses,  midwives  and 
the  hospitals.  Other  are  referred  by  various  voluntary  organisations. 

Where  long  continued  attendance  is  occuring,  a medical  certificate 
is  required  every  two  months. 


Total  number  of  cases. 
General  cases. 
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The  number  of  Home  Helps  has  increased  as  the  demand  for  the 
service  has  grown. 

No.  of  Home  Helps. 

Full-time  ...  ...  ...  7 

Regular  Part-time  ...  2 

Part-time  ...  ...  ...  2 


January,  1947. 


Total 


11 


January  Ath. 


Cases  Attended. 
General 
Maternity  . . . 


23 

12 


Total 


35 


December.  1947. 


No.  of  Home  Helps. 
Full-time  ... 
Regular  Part-time 
Part-time  ... 


18 

6 

3 


Total 


27 


December  21th. 


Cases  Attended. 
General 
Maternity  . . . 


66 

14 


Total 


80 


The  chart  on  page  17  records  the  progress  of  the  whole  service  during 
the  year. 

I am  indebted  to  Mrs.  Traves,  the  organiser,  whose  quarterly  reports 
on  the  service  have  provided  the  above  details. 


DENTAL  WORK  FOR  ADOLESCENTS. 


(From  Leaving  School  to  coming  under  National  Health 

Insurance.) 

No.  of  Adolescents  at  present  enrolled  in 

the  Scheme 

1323 

,,  Attendances 

• • • • • • 

2104 

,,  Fillings  ... 

• 4 • • • 4 

1286 

, , Extractions  for  Caries 

4 4 4 4 4 4 

46 

,,  ,,  for  Regulation  ... 

4 4 4 4 4 4 

22 

, , Other  Operations 

4 4 4 4 4 4 

69 

,,  Scalings... 

4 4 4 4 4 4 

153 

,,  Qualifying  for  Dental  Benefit  or 

joined  the 

Services  ... 

4 4 4 4 4 4 

199 

,,  Dentures  Supplied 

4 4 4 4 4 4 

8 

,,  Crowns  ... 

4 4 4 4 4 4 

31 

,,  X-ray  Examinations  ... 

4 4 4 4 4 4 

171 

,,  Sessions  Held  ... 

4 4 4 4 .4 

378 

W.  Baird 

Grandison, 

Senior  Dental  Officer 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

(Report  by  Dr.  M.  C.  K.  Patterson.) 

Midwives. — The  supervisor  of  Midwives  is  Dr.  M.  C.  K.  Patterson, 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Sixteen  Midwives  gave  notification  of  intention  to  practice  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year.  One  left  during  the  year.  In  addition, 
21  Midwives  notified  Institutional  practice  from  the  County  Hospital 
and  4 from  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital. 

The  number  of  confinements  in  Cambridge  attended  by  Midwives 
during  1947  is  as  follows 


Domiciliary . 

In  Maternity 

Total. 

Homes. 

Attended  as  Midwives  . . . 

190 

1 

191 

,,  ,,  Maternity  Nurses 

173 

195 

368 

363 

196 

559 

The  number  of  notifications  received  from  Midwiyes  (as  required 
by  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board)  is  as  follows : — 


Sending  for  medical  help  on  behalf  of  the  mother  ...  58 

Sending  for  medical  help  on  behalf  of  the  infant  ...  3 

Still-births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Neonatal  Death...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Change  to  artificial  feeding  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Inflammation  of  the  eye  of  the  infant  ...  ...  4 

Liability  to  be  a source  of  infection  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  89 


Municipal  Midwifery  Service. — There  were  two  full-time  Midwives 
during  the  year.  This  number  was  later  increased  to  three,  the  third 
Midwife  commencing  duty  in  December. 

During  four  months  of  the  year  only  one  Midwife  was  on  duty, 
the  other  having  prolonged  ill-health  which  eventually  caused  her 
resignation.  The  number  of  cases  attended  as  Midwives  in  1947  was  71 
(1946 — 69)  ; and  as  Maternity  Nurses  was  45  (1946 — 34). 

Home  Helps. — Home  Helps  are  provided  for  maternity  cases  from 
two  sources.  First  from  the  W.V.S.  scheme,  which  is  operated  by  that 
organisation  on  behalf  of  the  Borough,  with  whole  and  part-time  paid 
daily  workers.  Second,  by  assisted  payments  to  Home  Helps  found 
by  the  patient  from  among  neighbours  and  friends. 

Under  the  W.V.S.  scheme  there  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  18  full- 
time and  9 part-time  workers.  The  number  of  new  maternity  cases 
during  the  year  was  185  ; of  these  13  were  free,  73  assisted,  99  full  charge. 
Under  the  second  scheme  41  Home  Helps  were  arranged,  7 free  and  34 
assisted. 
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Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes, — The  number  of  Maternity  and 
Nursing  Homes  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  1947  was  9,  of  which  1,  while 
still  registered,  was  not  functioning  as  such  at  the  time. 


Hospitals. — The  Borough  makes  arrangements  with  hospitals  for 
maternity  cases  as  follows  : — 


Addenbrooke’s  Hospital  takes  abnormal  cases  only,  the  County 
Hospital,  Mill  Road,  taking  the  normal  cases. 

The  number  of  cases  conducted  was  : — 

Addenbrooke’s  Hospital  ...  ...  72  (1946 — 45) 

County  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  846  (1946 — 619) 


73.8%  of  all  births  registered  within  the  Borough  took  place  in 
hospitals  or  nursing  homes.  This  percentage  has  steadily  increased 


and  post-war  years 

as  follows  : 

1939  

46.1% 

1940  

49.7% 

1941  

57.4% 

1942  

62.6% 

1943 

60.6% 

1944  

72.9% 

1945  

70.4% 

1946  ...  _ ... 

72.1% 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. — There  are  two  Ante-Natal  Clinics  held  weekly, 
and  their  work  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Auckland  Road.  Romsey.  Total. 


1947. 

1946. 

1947. 

1946. 

1947. 

1946. 

No.  who  attended  ... 

229 

282 

72 

83 

301 

365 

No.  of  attendances  . . . 

708 

854 

187 

198 

895 

1052 

No.  of  new  cases 

173 

242 

52 

69 

225 

311 

Ante-Natal 

157 

209 

37 

57 

194 

266 

Non-pregnant 

11 

20 

10 

7 

21 

27 

Post-Natal  (no 

Ante-Natal  attce.) 

5 

13 

5 

5 

10 

18 

Total  Ante-Natal  ... 

195 

244 

50 

66 

245 

310 

No.  who  returned 
for  P 0 s t-N  a t a 1 

Examination 

55 

28 

17 

12 

72 

40 

The  proportion  who  returned  for  post-natal  examinations  in  1947 
was  20%  (1946—10%). 


In  addition  to  examinations  and  consultations,  several  series  of 
talks  and  demonstrations  on  baby  management  were  given  by  the  Health 
Visitors  to  groups  of  women  expecting  their  first  baby.  These  were 
well  attended  and  much  appreciated. 
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Ante-Natal  Care  hy  General  Practitioners. — The  number  of  patients 
who  received  attention  under  the  scheme  operating  since  1936  was  109 
(1946 — 120).  The  following  is  a summary  of  the  examinations  carried 
out  : — 

1947.  1946. 

Examinations  at  or  about  the  16th  week  ...  62  53 

Examinations  between  32nd  and  36th  week  ...  86  85 

Post-Natal  Examinations  ...  ...  ...  19  17 

In  one  case  the  patient’s  condition  rendered  it  advisable  for  the 
doctor  to  attend  the  confinement  ; in  one  case  post-natal  treatment  was 
required.  In  four  cases  the  patient  was  referred  to  hospital  for  X-ray, 
and  in  two  cases  the  opinion  of  a consultant  was  asked. 


Premature  Births. — The  numbers  of  live  premature  births  during  1947, 
and  the  survivals  at  the  end  of  one  month  were  : — 

Born.  Survived  at  end  of 

1 Month. 


1947. 

1946. 

1947. 

1946. 

Domiciliary 

In  Hospitals  and  Nursing 

11 

7 

8 

6 

Homes 

34 

33 

19 

24 

45 

40 

27 

30 

Special  attention  is  given  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  this  group  of 
infants. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics. — Eleven  Infant  Welfare  sessions  and  2 
Toddler  sessions  are  held  in  the  Borough  at  8 centres.  The  Toddlers’ 
Clinics  are  held  at  Cherry  Hinton  and  Newnham  once  a month,  for 
children  of  18  months  to  5 years  who  attend  by  appointment. 

All  the  other  sessions  are  held  weekly,  with  the  exception  of 
Trumpington,  where  a clinic  is  held  twice  monthly. 

The  usual  activities  of  weighing,  advice  and  selling  were  carried  out 
at  all  centres.  Proprietary  brands  of  dried  milk  were  sold  at  cost  price. 
Accessory  food  substances,  e.g.,  cod  liver  oil,  emulsion,  virol,  vitamin 
tablets,  etc.,  were  supplied  either  at  cost  price,  reduced  price,  or  free, 
according  to  the  assessed  needs.  In  addition,  the  centres  functioned 
as  depots  for  the  distribution  on  behalf  of  the  Food  Office  of  National 
dried  milk  for  babies  under  2 years  ; cod  liver  oil ; vitamin  capsules  and 
orange  juice  for  the  expectant  mothers  and  children  under  5 years. 

Most  of  the  centres  were  visited  during  the  year  by  a member  of 
the  staff  of  the  Food  Advice  Bureau,  who  gave  food  talks  and  demon- 
strations. 
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The  number  of  children  in  attendance  at  the  clinics,  and  the 
number  of  attendances  made  during  the  year  were  : — 

No.  in  attend-  Dr’s. 

No.  of  New  ance  who  at  end  No.  of  Consult- 
Cases  of  year  were : — Attendances,  ations. 


0-1 

1-5 

0-1 

1-5 

0-1 

1-5 

Castle  Street 

(2  Sessions).., 

, 234 

53 

184 

389 

3540 

1402 

1128 

East  Barnwell 

66 

7 

53 

no 

1066 

442 

304 

Abbey ... 

, 177 

23 

116 

182 

2323 

336 

533 

Chesterton 

, 89 

6 

86 

159 

1374 

335 

521 

Newnham 

93 

35 

80 

224 

1399 

385 

358 

Romsey  (Wed.) 

161 

13 

137 

232 

3118 

657 

888 

Romsey  (Thurs.)  83 

9 

95 

244 

1647 

583 

761 

Newtowm 

78 

22 

111 

177 

2034 

545 

891 

Cherry  Hinton 

90 

34 

85 

226 

1660 

548 

543 

Trumpington  .. . 

65 

21 

62 

106 

642 

340 

458 

Total 

1136 

99rj 

1009 

2050 

18803 

5573 

6385 

Total  1946 

1069 

189 

947 

1612 

13959 

6619 

5775 

Work  of  Health  Visitors.- — There  are  9 Health  Visitor/School  Nurses. 
The  nuiuber  of  visits  paid  by  them  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — ■ 


F irst  visits  to  infants  ... 

Subsequent  visits  to  infants 
Visits  to  children  1-5  years 
First  visits  to  expectant  mothers 
Subsequent  visits  to  expectant  mothers 
Visits  under  the  Children’s  Act 
Visits  to  cases  of  scabies 
V isits  to  other  cases 
Fruitless  visits  ... 


1508 

3864 

5571 

211 

73 

160 

28 

264 

1971 


Total  13650  (1946  : 15797) 


For  19  weeks  of  the  year  the  staff  was  1 Health  Visitor  short  owing 
to  illness  and  resignations. 

Illegitimate  Children. — A grant  of  £100  a year  continues  to  be  paid 
to  the  Social  Worker  of  the  Care  of  Girls’  Society  in  virtue  of  her  work 
among  mothers  of  illegitimate  children. 

Infant  Life  Protection. — The  work  of  supervision  of  children  under 
9 years  of  age  boarded  out  for  gain  is  undertaken  by  the  Health  Visitors, 
who  report  each  quarter  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 

The  number  of  Foster  Mothers  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1947 
was  23  (1946 — 24),  and  the  number  of  children  was  25  (1946 — 27). 
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Artificial  Sunlight  Clinics. — Ultra  Violet  Light  therapy  is  given  twice 

weekly  at  Auckland  Road  and  at  Romsev  Health  Centres. 

Most  of  the 

children  are  referred  for  treatment  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  and 

a few  by  private  practitioners.  Those 

children  who  underwent  a full 

course  of  treatment  appeared  to  be  greatly  benefited  by  it,  especially 

in  improved  general 

tone  and  resistance  to  infection. 

The  clinics 

were  temporarily  stopped  during  the  very  hot  summer  weeks  of  July 

and  August. 

The  number  of  children  treated,  the  attendances  and  the  conditions 

for  which  they  were  recommended,  are 

shown  in  the  follov 

dng  table  : — 

Auckland  Road. 

Romsey. 

Total. 

1947.  1946. 

1947.  1946. 

1947.  1946. 

New  Cases 

94  128 

63  87 

157  215 

No.  who  attended 

116  151 

80  102 

196  253 

(a)  Completed 

75  115 

54  70 

129  185 

(d)  Defaulted 

22  14 

11  16 

33  30 

(c)  C/fd.tol948  ... 

19  22 

15  16 

34  38 

No.  of  attendances  ... 

1406  1950 

943  1304 

2349  3254 

Defects  : — 

Auckland  Road. 

Romsey. 

Total. 

1947. 

1947. 

1947. 

Sub-average  Nutrition 

22 

8 

30 

Anaemia 

5 

6 

11 

Pre-Rachitic  ... 

10 

6 

16 

Chronic  Colds... 

27 

18 

45 

Poor  Sleeper  ... 

4 

1 

5 

Poor  Appetite 

9 

8 

17 

Debility  following 

Illness 

12 

9 

21 

Cervical  Adenitis 

2 

3 

5 

Skin  Conditions 

1 

1 

o 

A.  J 

Other  Conditions 

2 

3 

5 

Total 

94 

63 

157 

Day  Nurseries. — There  are  2 Day  Nurseries — St.  Columba's  and 
Sedley.  St.  Columba’s  takes  25  children  from  2-5  years,  and  is  open 
Monday  to  Friday  from  9 a.m.  until  5 p.m.  It  is  in  the  charge  of  a 
Warden  and  3 helpers.  Sedley  takes  40  children  0-5  years,  and  is  open 
daily  from  8 a.m.  until  6 p.m.  (Saturday  8 a.m.  to  12  noon).  It  is  in  the 
charge  of  a Matron,  who  is  a State  Registered  Nurse,  with  a Deputy 
Matron,  teacher  and  staff  of  trained  helpers.  The  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  visits  the  nurseries  monthly  and  conducts  a full  medical  inspection, 
and  a Health  Visitor  visits  St.  Columba’s  weekly. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  permits  on  the  nursery  registers  an  excess 
of  20%  over  capacity.  This  is  to  prevent  wastage  of  nursery  accommo- 
dation due  to  absenteeism. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  alterations  were  in  process  of  being  completed 
to  replace  St.  Columba’s  Nursery  by  a larger  and  more  adequate  nursery 
in  premises  in  Young  Street,  where  an  additional  25  children  can  be 
accommodated.  The  attendances  and  inspections  were  as  follows  : — 


Average 

No.  on 

No.  of 

Capacity. 

Attendance. 

Waiting  List. 

Attendances. 

St.  Columba’s  25 

23 

38 

5782 

Sedley  0-2  14 

10 

10 

2371 

,,  2-5  26 

19 

18 

4633 

65 

52 

66 

12786 

No.  of  Visits  to  Nurseries  paid  by  Health  Visitors  ...  42 

No.  of  Children  Inspected  by  Health  Visitors  ...  ...  933 

No.  of  Visits  by  Doctor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

No.  of  Children  Medically  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  445 


Primrose  Croft  Residential  Nursery. — This  is  a short-stay  Residential 
Nursery  for  12  infants  and  children  under  4 years,  under  the  charge  of  a 
Matron  (Registered  Sick  Children’s  Nurse),  Deputy  Matron,  and  trained 
staff  of  nursery  nurses  and  assistants. 

The  Nursery  caters  for  those  children  whose  mothers  are  temporarily 
unable  to  look  after  them,  e.g.,  during  confinement  or  illness,  and  for 
children  awaiting  adoption  or  fostering. 

During  the  year  73  children  were  admitted  and  72  discharged  ; the 
average  number  per  day  was  9.5,  and  there  were  on  the  waiting  list  at 
the  end  of  1947  15  children  (12  confinement  cases  and  3 others). 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  of  under  5’s. — At  Auckland  Road  203 
children  under  5 were  immunised  against  diphtheria  (1946 — 466),  and 
at  Romsey  Clinic  105  (1946 — 224)  ; 280  were  immunised  by  General 
Practitioners  (1946 — 161). 

In  addition,  during  the  year  combined  whooping  cough  and  diphtheria 
immunisation  was  inaugurated,  and  was  given  at  Auckland  Road  to 
505  children  and  at  Romsey  to  255  children. 

Test  Feeds. — The  numbers  undertaken  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
were  61  (1946 — 75)  and  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  130  (1946 — 91). 

Child  Guidance  Clinic. — -Twenty-two  (1946 — 17)  children  were 
referred  to  this  Clinic  during  1947. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic. — Three  children  (1946 — 5)  were  referred  to 
this  Clinic  during  1947. 

T.B.  Dispensary. — Four  children  (1946 — 6)  were  referred  to  this 
Clinic  during  1947. 
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In  view  of  the  approaching  change  in  the  administration  of  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services  as  a result  of  the  Health  Services 
Act  which  comes  into  force  on  July  5th,  1948,  it  may  be  useful  to  record 
the  expansion  of  these  services  which  has  taken  place  since  the  Borough 
first  appointed  a whole-time  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  in  1937. 


Dr.  Patterson,  who  has  held  the  post  throughout  this  period  has 
supplied  the  following  particulars : — 


1937. 

Staff.  3 Health  Visitors. 


Clinics.  5 Weekly  I.W.C's. 

1 Monthly  LW.C. 

1 Ante-Natal  Clinic. 


1948. 

9 Health  Visitor/School  Nurses. 
3 Municipal  Midwives. 

3 M.  & C.  W.  Clerks. 

21  Professional  and 
7 Domestic  Staff  for  Residential 
and  Day  Nurseries. 

11  Weekly  I.W.C’s. 

2 Monthly  Toddlers’  Clinics. 

2 Weekly  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 


In  addition  in  1948  there  are  now  : — 


2 Sunlight  Clinics  (treating  school  children  as  well  as  infants). 
2 Day  Nurseries  accommodating  90  children. 

1 Residential  Nursery  for  12  children  (0-5  years). 


No.  of  Births  ... 

1937. 

842 

1938. 

877 

1946. 

1540 

1947. 

1575 

No.  of  Registered  Births 
attending  Clinics  . . . 

49 

61 

69 

72 

LW.C.  attendances  ... 

10400 

16260 

21278 

24355 

Ante-N atal  Clinics. 

No.  of  attendances 

650 

839 

1052 

872 

N 0 . who  attended 

186 

247 

365 

301 

(The  figures  for  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  should  be  considered  along 
with  the  increasing  percentage  of  births  taking  place  in  Institutions.) 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  DENTAL  SCHEME. 

Report  by  W.  B.  Grandison,  Esq.,  L.D.S.,  Public  Dental  Officer. 

During  the  year  172  expectant  or  nursing  mothers  were  recommended 
for  dental  treatment,  and  all  took  advantage  of  the  treatment  offered. 

Condition  of  the  Teeth  of  172  Mothers  at  Inspection. 

Sound.  Saveable.  Unsaveable.  Missing. 

3163  223  428  1690 

^Condition  of  the  Teeth  of  172  Mothers  after  Treatment. 

Sound.  Saveable.  Unsaveable.  Missing. 

3386  — — 2118 

*The  figures  indicate  that  treatment  is  not  completed  at  the  time 
this  report  was  written. 


26 


The  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  Clinic,  including  207  (424) 
attendances  of  children,  was  688  (993),  and  the  number  of  sessions 
devoted  to  work  in  connection  with  this  scheme  was  114,  together  with 


some  hours  after  the  completion  of  our  work  in  connection  with 
school  children. 

elementary 

"^Summary  of  Work  Done. 

Total  Number  of  extractions  ... 

428 

(520) 

,,  ,,  ,,  fillings  

238 

(244) 

,,  ,,  ,,  scalings  

30 

(18) 

,,  ,,  ,,  dentures  supplied  ... 

64 

(95) 

,,  ,,  ,,  repairs 

7 

(17) 

, , , , , , ray  ...  ... 

51 

(55) 

*The  above  for  mothers  only,  and  relates  to  the  permanent  dentition. 

In  addition  389  (410)  children  under  school  age,  a decrease  of  21  as 
compared  with  the  year  1946,  were  inspected  and  enrolled  in  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  dental  scheme,  that  is  to  say,  these  children  should  be 
examined  and,  if  necessary,  treated  once  in  each  term  to  satisfactorily 
control  the  progress  of  dental  disease. 


The  condition  of  the  teeth  of  389  children  at  inspection  : — 


Age. 

No.  of 
Children. 

Temporary  Teeth. 

Sound. 

Decayed 

Saveable. 

Decaved 

Unsaveable. 

Less  than 

1 year  ... 

2 3/ears  . . . 

1 

12 

— 

— 

3 „ ... 

89 

1724 

20 

1 

4 ,, 

161 

3108 

92 

9 

5 , , ... 

138 

2548 

167 

29 

Total  ... 

389 

7392 

279 

39 

Work  done  for  pre-school  children  : — 


Extractions  of  temporary  teeth  (including  casuals) 
Fillings  in  temporary  teeth  ,, 

Teeth  treated  with  silver  nitrate 


39  (75) 

47  (23) 

232  (256) 


Note. — The  figures  in  parenthesis  are  for  the  year  1946. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

To  the  Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  of  Cambridge, 
Dear  Sir, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1947. 
Included  in  the  review  is  the  period  up  to  the  1st  May,  when  Mr.  White 
retired.  I have  slightly  altered  the  arrangement  of  the  report  and  a 
table  of  contents  is  added  for  convenience. 

The  vacancy  on  the  staff  arising  in  April  was  eventually  filled  by 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  L.  G.  Owen,  of  Gravesend,  who  joined  the 
Department  in  October. 

I wish  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  support  and  encouragement 
I have  received  from  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  from 
yourself  during  my  first  year  of  office. 

Yours  faithfully, 

DANIEL  W.  BOTTOM, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  Housing  Administration. 

(a)  New  Houses. 

Houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  and  private  enterprise  since 
the  31st  December,  1920  : — 


Erected  by  the  Local  Erected 

Total. 

Authority. 

by  others. 

1921 

49 

23 

72 

1922 

97 

38 

135 

1923 

30 

86 

116 

1924 

68 

82 

150 

1925 

133 

144 

277 

1926 

154 

115 

269 

1927 

120 

166 

286 

1928 

282 

191 

473 

1929 

97 

210 

307 

1930 

196 

137 

333 

1931 

264 

121 

385 

1932 

180 

164 

344 

1933 

178 

300 

478 

1934 

214 

385 

599 

1935 

68 

585 

653 

1936 

83 

466 

549 

1937 

68 

460 

528 

1938 

180 

459 

639 

1939 

182 

268 

450 

1940 

Nil 

174 

174 

1941 

Nil 

24 

24 

1942 

Nil 

6 

6 

1943 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1944 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1945 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1946 

58 

34* 

92 

1947 

223 

53 

276 

Totals 

2924 

4691 

7615 

* Includes  ten  flats. 


124  Prefabricated  houses  have  been  handed  over  to  the  Council 
and  are  occupied. 
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(b)  Houses  Demolished  after  Action  by  the  Council. 


Prior  to  the 

year 

1930 

« • • 

• • « 

18 

During  the 

year 

1930 

• • • 

3 

> > >} 

y } 

1931 

14 

> > } } 

} } 

1932 

29 

y y y y 

y y 

1933 

25 

y y > y 

y y 

1934 

17 

y y y y 

y y 

1935 

25 

y y y y 

y y 

1936 

96 

y y y ) 

y y 

1937 

42 

y > y y 

y y 

1938 

56 

> y y y 

y y 

1939 

131 

y y y y 

y y 

1940 

16 

y * y y 

y y 

1941 

4 

y y y y 

y y 

1942 

12 

f y ) > 

y y 

1943 

• *-• 

1 

y y y y 

y y 

1944 

3 

y y y y 

y y 

1945 

■ — 

y y y y 

y y 

1946 

5 

y y y y 

y y 

1947 

■ — 

Total 

497 

(c)  Clearance  Areas  and  Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

Park  Street  and  Saxon  Street. 

There  were  no  houses  demolished  in  these  areas. 


Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

No  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year.  No  new  demolition 
orders  were  made. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Circular  2156  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  dated  20th  September,  1940,  the  following  houses  have  been 
re-let  under  licence  : — 

14  Clement  Place.  7 South  Street. 

47  and  48  Park  Street.  39  Water  Street. 

1 and  4 Caroline  Place,  East  Road. 

These  houses  were  condemned  before  the  war  and  have  continued 
to  deteriorate,  although  the  owners  have  repaired  them  from  time  to 
time.  It  is  hoped  that  the  time  may  soon  arise  when  they  may  be 
vacated  and  demolished. 
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(d)  Inspection  of  the  District. 

Section  5 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  makes  it  a duty  of  every  Local 
Authority  to  cause  an  inspection  of  their  district  to  be  made  from  time 
to  time  to  ascertain  whether  any  house  is  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
and  regulations  were  made  in  1925  and  amended  in  1932  to  which  Local 
Authorities  and  their  officers  must  conform. 

This  year  it  was  again  found  impracticable  to  carry  out  the  general 
routine  inspection  of  houses  under  these  regulations,  owing  to  the  con- 
tinued difficulty  of  obtaining  the  necessary  skilled  labour,  and  the 
shortage  of  materials  necessary  to  comply  with  notices.  Therefore, 
only  where  complaints  were  received  was  action  taken  under  the  Housing 
Act.  It  is  hoped  that  as  soon  as  general  conditions  become  easier, 
routine  inspections  may  be  recommenced. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  inspection  of  houses  under  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts  : — 

1 . Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  1233 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  3073 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con- 
solidated Regulations,  1932  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  436 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  m 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 

Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  473 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices, 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 
of  owners 


47 

Nil 


B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices, 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 
of  owners 


22 


22 

Nil 


Note. — Section  A.  Two  houses  were  made  fit  in  1948  in 
connection  with  notices  served  in  1947.  Three  were 
made  fit  in  1947  after  notices  served  in  1946. 

Section  B.  One  notice  served  in  1946  was  complied 
with  in  1947. 


C.- 


D.- 


-Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 
in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

-Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936. 

(1 ) Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement 
or  room  having  been  rendered  fit 

Observation  on  Statistics. 


Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


During  the  year  a large  unrecorded  number  of  complaints  and 
enquiries  were  received  by  the  Department.  Visits  were  necessary 
in  1,460  cases,  and  a large  proportion  of  these  visits  were  in  fact  housing 
inspections,  but  are  not  included  in  the  table  given. 
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(e)  Rent  Restriction  Acts,  1920-1939. 

Under  these  Acts  a tenant  may  in  certain  circumstances  apply  to 
the  Sanitary  Authority  for  a certificate  to  the  effect  that  his  house  is 
not  in  a reasonable  state  of  repair.  No  applications  were  received 
during  the  year. 

(f)  Description  of  Sanitary  Work  carried  out. 


Houses  : 

Cleansed  and  redecorated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Provided  with  damp-proof  courses  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Wood  floors  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Roofs,  gutters  and  downspouts  fixed  or  repaired  ...  ...  272 

New  floors  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

New  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Supplied  with  a sufficient  supply  of  water  ...  ...  ...  — 

Pavements  of  yards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Pavements  of  yards  relaid  with  impervious  material  ...  ...  1 


(g)  Inside  Water  Supply  and  Sinks. 

As  a result  of  a general  survey  undertaken  throughout  the  town,  it 
was  found  that  there  were  at  least  676  houses  without  inside  water 
supply  and  sinks. 

The  Council  recorded  their  opinion  that  when  circumstances  permit 
an  inside  water  supply  should  be  available  to  every  house  in  the  Borough. 

Under  this  policy  some  progress  has  been  made. 

(h)  Overcrowding. 

The  Department’s  records  established  under  the  Housing  Act,  1935, 
which  was  concerned  with  overcrowding,  are  now  quite  out-of-date. 
There  are  a great  many  cases  of  overcrowding,  many  of  them  serious, 
in  all  parts  of  the  town.  There  is  close  contact  with  the  Housing  Depart- 
ment and,  wherever  possible,  conditions  are  alleviated  ; but  the  problem 
is  beyond  our  control,  and  its  solution  depends  upon  the  building  of 
new  houses  within  the  shortest  possible  time. 

The  bad  social  effect  of  widespread  overcrowding  must  be  strongly 
emphasised.  It  is  a tragic  aftermath  of  the  war. 
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II.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

General  Provisions. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  sanitary  work  carried  out  : — 
Properties  of  all  types  : 


Drains  : 

Premises  connected  to  sewer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

New  drains  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Intercepted  from  sewer  and  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Waste  pipes  of  sinks,  etc.,  trapped  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

Smoke  tests  applied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Water  tests  applied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Water  Closets  : 

New  W.C.’s  provided  ...  ...  . ...  ...  ...  7 

Provided  with  flushing  cisterns  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Repairs  to  flushing  cisterns  ...  ...  - . . ...  ...  23 

Closets  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  pans  provided  ...  ...  . . ...  82 

ftepaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  27 

Galvanised  Iron  Dust-Bins  Provided...  ...  ...  . 15 

Accumulations  of  manure  or  refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  14 

Nuisances  arising  from  the  keeping  of  swine  and  other  animals 
a^l^aited. ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

N uisances  from  ditches  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Other  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  4306 

(a)  Smoke  Abatement. 

A number  of  complaints  concerning  the  emission  of  smoke  were 
received.  Complaints  of  this  kind  have  increased  during  the  war  and 
afterwards,  and  are  largely  due  to  the  lack  of  the  right  kind  of  fuel  and 
trained  personnel  for  the  various  engineering  and  manufacturing  pro- 
cesses. This  view  has  been  confirmed  in  contacts  with  the  Ministry  of 
Fuel  and  Power. 

Nineteen  special  observations  were  made,  and  in  2 cases  nuisances 
were  abated. 


(b)  Disinfestation. 

The  arrangement  with  the  Borough  Treasurer  for  the  notification  to 
the  Health  Department  of  the  addresses  of  families  being  transferred 
from  private  houses  to  Council  houses  and  also  the  movements  of  Council 
house  tenants  has  continued.  Inspections  have  followed  these  notifica- 
tions and  where  necessary,  houses  fumigated  or  sprayed.  The  scheme  has 
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had  marked  success.  Only  one  case  is  known  where  bugs  were  taken  in 
furnishings  to  a new  Council  house,  and  this  was  due  to  false  statements 
by  the  householder. 

Arising  out  of  inspections  or  complaints,  21  Council  and  90  other 
houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs  and  were  all  treated. 
Where  necessary,  bedding  and  furnishings  were  steam  disinfected  or 
destroyed. 

The  insecticide  used  was  a preparation  containing  5 per  cent.  D.D.T. 
used  in  a hand  or  pressure  sprayer. 


(c)  Workplaces. 

Premises  falling  under  this  category  are  mainly  offices.  The  in- 
spection and  improvement  of  conditions  was  abandoned  in  the  early  war 
years,  and  since  then  have  not  been  re-commenced. 

During  the  year,  arising  out  of  complaints  or  other  incidental  matters 
concerning  factories  and  business  premises,  inspections  have  followed, 
and  in  a few  cases  improvements  in  cleansing,  re-decoration  and  sanitary 
accommodation  have  been  brought  about. 


III.  THE  CONTROL  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Food  Sampling. 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  of  the  Public  Health 
(Preservatives  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925 — 1940,  161  samples  were 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  during  the  year. 


The  table  gives  comparative  figures  since  1938. 


Year. 

Number. 

Not 

Genuine. 

Percentage  not 

Genuine.  Prosecutions.  Convictions 

1938 

310 

20 

6.4 

1 

1 

1939 

317 

13 

4.1 

2 

1 

1940 

311 

12 

3.8 

0 

0 

1941 

303 

12 

3.9 

3 

3 

1942 

298 

16 

5.3 

3 

2 

1943 

273 

15 

5.3 

2 

1 

1944 

284 

17 

5.9 

2 

1 

1945 

286 

11 

3.8 

0 

0 

1946 

264 

17 

6.4 

0 

0 

1947 

161 

2 

1.2 

1 

1 

36 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  character  of  the  samples: 


taken  during  1947  : — 

Number. 

Genuine. 

Not 

Genuine. 

Milk  (Formal) 

21 

20 

1 

Milk  (Informal) 

19 

18 

1 

Aspirin  tablets 

12 

12 

— 

Butter... 

6 

6 

— 

Camphorated  Oil 

5 

5 

— 

Castor  Oil 

3 

3 

— 

Cheese... 

6 

6 

— 

Cocoa  ...  ...  ...  ... 

9 

9 

— 

Coffee 

8 

8 

— 

Cooking  fat  ... 

5 

5 

— 

Curry  Powder. . . 

6 

6 

— 

Date  Paste 

1 

1 

— 

Fish  Paste 

10 

10 

— 

Flavouring  Essence  ... 

6 

6 

— 

Gelatine 

4 

4 

— 

Jam 

6 

6 

— 

Lard  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Malted  Milk  Tablets  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Margarine  (Special)  ... 

6 

6 

— 

Meat  Paste 

2 

2 

— 

Pepper... 

10 

10 

— 

Sugar  ... 

6 

6 

— 

J.  •••  •••  ••• 

6 

6 

— 

Zinc  Ointment 

2 

2 

— 

Totals 

161 

159 

2 

There  were  no  preservatives  or  colouring  matter  found  in  any  sample. 
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Administrative  Action  regarding  Samples  not  Genuine. 


Sample 

Registered  Result  of  Analysis. 

Remarks. 

No. 

4.33%  dehcient  in  fat. 

Formal  check 

Milk 

(Informal) 

62  - 

7.53%  deficient  in  solids- 
not-fat. 

sample  taken. 

1 1 .32%  added  water. 
13.05%  deficient  in  solids- 

Proceedings 

Milk 

(Formal) 

122  ^ 

not-fat. 

instituted 

13.2%  added  water. 

against 
producer. 
Producer  fined 
with  costs. 

In  connection  with  formal  sample  No.  122,  further  samples  were 
taken  in  Norfolk  under  a reciprocal  arrangement  made  during  the  year 
with  Norfolk  County  Council.  This  is  the  first  occasion  when  this  procedure 
has  been  used,  and  it  proved  successful. 


(b)  Tuberculous  Milk. 

Section  25,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 


One  sample  of  ungraded  and  thirteen  of  graded  milk  were  submitted 
to  the  Biological  Test  for  the  tubercle  bacillus. 


All  results  proved  negative,  and  particulars  regarding  these  samples 
were  forwarded  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the  bacteriological  examina- 
tion of  these  samples  since  1927 


Year. 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 


No.  of 
Samples. 
28 
31 
31 
40 
45 
42 
40 
83 

85 
87 
89 
87 

86 
86 

100 

100 

100 

36 

38 

14 


No. 

Positives. 

3 

1 

1 

3 

8 

3 

5 
13 
11 
12 

1 

6 
3 
1 
2 
2 
2 
0 
2 
0 


Percentage 

Positive. 

10.7 
3.2 
3.2 
7.5 

4.4 

7.1 

12.5 

15.6 
12.9 

13.8 

1.1 

6.9 

3.4 
1.2 
2.0 
2.0 
2.0 
0.0 
5.2 
0.0 
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(c)  Sale  of  Milk  Under  Special  Designations. 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936 — 1941,  milk  may 
be  sold  under  the  following  designations  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested, 

Accredited, 

Pasteurised, 

or  two  designations  may  be  combined  and  milk  may  be  sold  as  Tuberculin 
T ested/Pasteurised. 

In  addition,  under  Defence  Regulation  55G  made  by  Order  in  Council, 
January  20th,  1944,  milk  may  be  sold  as  Heat  Treated  milk,  providing  the 
Regulations  and  tests  are  complied  with.  The  Ministry  of  Food  make  a 
financial  grant  to  dairymen  who  heat  treat  their  milk. 

The  following  licences,  under  these  orders,  were  in  force  during  the 
year  : — 

Premises  at  which  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  is  bottled  ...  ...  5 

Other  premises  from  which  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  is  sold  by  retail 

but  bottled  elsewhere  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Premises  in  which  Pasteurising  is  carried  on  . . . ...  ...  ...  3 

Premises  from  which  Pasteurised  milk  is  sold  by  retail  other  than 

those  included  in  the  preceding  item  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Heat  Treatment. 

Premises  included  in  the  above  granted  a heat  treatment  permit  by 
the  Ministry  of  Food  (i.e.  Premises  already  licensed  by  the 
Council  for  Pasteurising)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  premises  granted  a heat  treatment  permit  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food  where  the  Council  have  not  granted  a Pasteurising 
licence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

One  hundred  and  twenty-six  samples  of  Designated  milk  were 
submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  ; this  number  is  made  up  in  the 
following  manner  showing  also  the  results  obtained. 


Designation. 

No.  of 
Samples. 

No. 

Passed. 

No. 

Failed. 

Pasteurised... 

39 

29 

10 

Tuberculin  Tested/Pasteurised 

14 

11 

3 

Tuberculin  Tested. . . 

38 

20 

18 

Heat  Treated 

35 

24 

11 

39 


During  the  year  the  matter  of  continued  pasteurising  test  failures  was 
taken  up  with  a large  dairy  firm  who  were  themselves  very  concerned  with 
the  deterioration  of  their  plant. 

An  entirely  new  High  Temperature  Short  Time  pasteurising  plant 
was  eventually  installed  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  a series  of  tests 
were  taken  during  November  and  December,  and  in  January,  1948,  which 
proved  very  satisfactory.  A pasteurising  licence  was  then  granted. 

A large  quantity  of  milk  retailed  by  dairymen  in  Cambridge  is 
received  from  a supplier  and  pasteuriser  in  Huntingdonshire.  The  milk 
is,  in  fact,  pasteurised,  but  is  not  sold  under  this  designation  by  the 
retailers.  The  pasteurising  plant  has  been  inspected,  and  close  contact 
is  maintained  with  St.  Ives  R.D.C.  in  whose  area  it  is  situated. 

(d)  Registration  and  Supervision  of  Premises  Where  Food  is  Prepared 

for  Sale. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Sections  13,  14,  20  and  22. 

Sections  13  and  14  deal  with  cleanliness,  repair,  and  provision  of 
washing  accommodation  at  food  premises,  together  with  powers  of 
registration  by  a Local  Authority. 

Under  Section  14  the  following  number  of  premises  are  registered  : — • 
Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Sale  only  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Preparation  and  manufacture  of  Sausages,  Potted,  Pressed,  Pickled, 

or  Preserved  Food  intended  for  sale  (including  Fried  Fish)  ...  65 

During  the  year  the  following  applications  were  received  and  dealt 


with  as  shown  : 

Applications  for 
Registration. 

Granted. 

Not 

Granted. 

Sale  only  of  Ice  Cream 

14 

13 

1 

Sale  and  Manufacture  of  Ice 
Cream 

3 

3 

Preparation  and  Manufacture 
of  Sausages,  Potted, 
Pressed,  Pickled  or  Pre- 
served Food  intended  for 
sale 

1 

1 

Note  : — One  registration  for  the  Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  was 
cancelled. 

During  the  year  950  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  and  various 
defects  were  remedied  chiefly  by  informal  action. 


40 


(e)  Public  Houses  and  Licensed  Premises. 

These  premises  are  subject  to  Section  13,  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
regarding  cleanliness,  washing  accommodation,  etc. 

A certain  number  of  visits  have  been  made  during  the  day  and  even- 
ing opening  hours.  It  is  felt  that  in  many  cases  hot  water  ought  to  be 
more  readily  available  in  the  bars  for  the  washing  of  glasses.  Also  it  is 
felt  that  sanitary  accommodation  within  public  houses  should  become 
more  general.  Complaints  continually  arise  in  connection  with  outside 
accommodation . 

(f)  Bakehouses. 

Thirty-seven  bakehouses  were  in  use  during  1947,  some  of  which  are 
in  connection  with  restaurants. 


Summary  of  inspection. 

No.  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

No.  of  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

No.  of  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  2 

(g)  Ice  Cream. 

Quality. 

There  are  no  legal  standards  laid  down  for  qualit}/,  for  example  fat 
content  as  in  the  case  of  milk.  No  samples  have  been  taken. 

Cleanliness  and  Purity. 

There  are  no  legal  bacteriological  standards  for  ice  cream. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  with  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  put  forward  certain  grades,  based  on  a Methylene 
Blue  reduction  test.  These  grades  were  provisional,  and  were  offered  as  a 


guide  for  classifying  ice  cream 

samples. 

The  gradings  were  : — 

T ime  to  reduce 

Provisional 

Methylene  Blue. 

Grade. 

Interpretation. 

4J  hours  or  longer 

1 

Satisfactory. 

to  4 hours. 

2 

Fair. 

J to  2 hours 

3 

Unsatisfactory. 

9 ...  ...  ...  ... 

4 

Very  unsatisfactory. 

Under  this  scheme  39  samples  were  taken  between  April  and  October 

from  17  vendors,  including  a 

short  series  taken  at 

an  ice  cream  manu- 

facturing  plant. 
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The  results  were  as  follows 


Grade  1 

«*•  •••  ••• 

13 

Grade  2 

•••  ••• 

6 

Grade  3 

•••  •••  ••• 

8 

Grade  4 

*«• 

12 

Total 

39 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947. 

These  regulations,  made  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  came  into 
force  on  1st  May,  1947,  their  purpose  mainly  being  to  provide  for  the  heat 
treatment  of  the  ice  cream  mix,  the  prevention  of  contamination  and  the 
closer  control  by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  regulations  have  been  administered  in  the  Borough,  but  shortage 
of  essential  equipment  such  as  cooling  apparatus  and  recording  ther- 
mometers, have  prevented  full  compliance  with  the  regulations. 

(h)  Restaurants  and  Hotels. 

Cambridge  is  notable  for  its  large  number  of  restaurants.  There  are 
67  in  the  Borough.  Their  inspection  and  supervision,  together  with  the 
hotel  kitchens  requires  much  departmental  time  and  more  staff  ought  to 
be  available  for  this  purpose. 

A large  number  of  visits  have  been  made  to  these  premises,  and  cer- 
tain improvements  were  effected  as  necessary. 

(i)  Food  Poisoning. 

Sections  17  and  18. 

Thirteen  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified.  Detailed  enquiries 
were  made,  and  samples  of  food  taken. 

(j)  Milk  and  Dairies. 

There  are  in  the  Borough  11  cowsheds,  in  some  cases  with  dairies 
attached,  and  there  are  25  dairies  from  which  milk  is  sold  by  retail. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  visits  were  made  to  cowsheds  and 
dairies  ; in  some  cases  the  condition  of  dairies  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 
It  is  hoped  that  improvements  will  be  made. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944. 

This  Act,  amending  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
relating  to  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  was  passed  in  1944,  and  was  to 
be  brought  into  force  on  a day  appointed  by  the  Minister.  This  appointed 
day  has  not  yet  been  fixed. 
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The  purpose  of  the  Act  was  described  in  a white  paper  (Cmd.  6454). 
Under  the  Act  the  supervision  of  the  production  of  milk  passes  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  while  supervision  of  retail  distribution  will 
remain  with  the  Local  Authority. 

The  Minister  of  Health  stated  in  July,  1947,  that  in  view  of  the  many 
technical  difficulties  involved  it  would  not  be  practicable  to  bring  the  Act 
into  operation  in  1947. 

(k)  Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Slaughter-houses. 

The  number  of  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough  since  1920  are  as 
follows  : — 

1920  1925  1930  1934  1935  1936  1940  1944  1946  1947 

Registered  ...  13  10  9 8 8 8 — — — — 

Licensed  ...  12  12  11  11  10  9 15  3 3 3 

Slaughtering  arrangements  passed  into  the  control  of  the  Ministry 

of  Food  in  the  early  part  of  the  war  under  the  Livestock  (Restriction 
on  Slaughtering)  Orders,  and  three  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough  are  at 
present  adapted  for  this  purpose,  and  are  licensed  annuall}^  by  the  Council. 
They  are  : — 

East  Road  ...  ...  Messrs.  Winton-Smith,  Ltd. 

Sleaford  Street  . . . The  Cambridge  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

Newmarket  Road  ...  Mr.  J.  Speechley. 

Meat  inspection  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  Local  Authorities’ 
inspectors,  and  all  animals  are  subject  to  post-mortem  inspection. 
The  slaughter-houses  serve  the  Borough  and  the  County,  and  occasionally 
districts  elsewhere,  including  London. 

The  slaughter-houses  have  been  improved  in  many  ways,  but  are  not 
suitable  for  the  demands  made  upon  them.  Improvements  in  washing 
accommodation,  means  of  sterilization  of  utensils,  and  meat  inspection 
facilities  are  required. 


(1)  Horseflesh. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Horseflesh  (Control  and  Maximum  Prices)  Order,  1941. 

slaughter-house  in  Coldham’s  Lane  (Messrs.  Pink  Bros.)  is  licensed 
annually  for  the  slaughter  of  horses  for  human  consumption.  All  the 
meat  leaves  Cambridge  and  is  sold  in  London.  The  premises  are  of  good 
design  and  well  kept.  During  the  year  a large  refrigerated  cold  store 
has  been  added. 
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2,016  horses  were  slaughtered  during  1947.  The  amount  of  meat 
or  organs  condemned  because  of  disease  was  so  small  as  to  be  almost 
negligible. 

There  is  one  licensed  knacker’s  yard  in  the  area.  The  business 
is  very  well  conducted. 

1,464  visits  were  made  to  slaughter-houses.  Limewashing,  etc., 
was  carried  out  in  17  instances.  Various  repairs  were  recommended. 


(m)  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

The  administration  of  this  Act  remains  entirely  with  the  Council. 
Two  slaughtermen’s  licences  were  granted  during  the  year.  In  addition, 
there  are  32  licences  in  force. 

In  November,  1947,  proceedings  were  instituted  regarding  an 
alleged  contravention  of  the  Act.  The  case  was  dismissed,  but  an 
application  for  costs  by  the  defendants  was  not  granted. 


(n)  Meat  and  Disease  Statistics  and  Analyses. 


The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  animals  inspected  for  the 
years  1939  and  1947  : — 

1939.  Previous  to  Government  Control. 


Beasts 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 


2835 

469 

12501 

12052 


Total 27857 


1947.  Under  Government  Control. 


Beasts 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 


4789 

3483 

12409 

953 


Total  ... 


21634 


The  following  table  shows  the 

1947 

Tons. 

Beef  ...  ...  51 

Mutton  ...  ...  2 

Pork  1 

Veal  


Total  Meat  condemned  55 


weight 

of  meat 

condemned  during 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Stns. 

Lbs. 

2 

1 

— 

10 

8 

3 

— 

5 

14 

1 

1 

9 

4 

3 

1 

13 

10 

2 

. 

9 
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The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  of  carcases,  whole  or  in 
part,  condemned,  showing  separate  figures  for  T.B.  only,  and  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  table  for  all  diseases  except  T.B.  : — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep  and 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed... 

3595 

1194 

3483 

12409 

953 

Number  inspected 

35  5 

1194 

3483 

12409 

953 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demne<^ 

5 

9 

3 

41 

11 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

945 

380 

24 

1008 

158 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
afiected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuber- 
culosis 

26.41 

32.58 

.78 

8.45 

17.73 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned ... 

35 

63 

2 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

479 

308 

5 

_ 

30 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis  . . . 

1 

14.30 

1 

31.07 

.20 

— 

3.57 

The  figure  31.07%  of  cows  found  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis 
in  some  form  is  disturbing.  A large  proportion  of  these  animals  were 
in  milk  and  came  direct  from  dairy  herds. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  DISEASES  AND  CONDITIONS  FOUND, 
(a)  All  diseases  (except  Tuberculosis). 


Disease. 

Cattle  (excluding  Cows). 

Cows. 

Abscesses 

1 skirt,  4 portions,  161  livers,  6 

53  livers,  1 head  and 

stomachs,  7 heads  and  tongues,  1 

tongue,  1 skirt. 

mesentery,  6 lungs 

4 udders. 

Actinomycosis  ... 

13  heads  and  tongues,  5 livers. . . 

6 heads  and  tongues. 

Angiomatosis  . . . 

43  livers  ... 

38  livers. 

Bruising... 

32  portions 

5 portions. 

Cirrhosis 

159  livers 

35  livers. 

Congestion 

1 liver,  1 heart,  1 skirt,  1 lung... 

1 skirt,  1 spleen. 

Decomposition  ... 

38  tripes  ... 

2 udders. 

Distomatosis 

752  livers 

174  livers. 

Emaciation 

Nil  

Nil. 

Degeneration  . . . 

6 livers  ... 

Nil. 

Fevered  (Sept.)... 

Nil  

1 carcase  and  organ. 

Dropsy  ... 

2 carcases  and  organs,  2 flanks 

2 carcases  and  organs. 

Inflammation  ... 

2 tripes  ... 

1 liver. 

Jaundice 

Nil  

Nil. 

Melanosis 

Nil  

Nil. 

Moribund 

Nil  

1 carcase  and  organs. 

Necrosis... 

18  livers  ... 

7 livers. 

Pericarditis 

4 hearts,  3 skirts,  1 carcase  and  organs. 

(septic) 

Nil. 

Pleurisy. . . 

3 fore  quarters  ... 

1 heart,  1 skirt,  2 lungs. 

Pneumonia 

4 lungs,  1 heart  ... 

2 lungs. 

Pyaemia... 

1 carcase  and  organs 

Nil. 

Nephritis 

1 kidney,  2 tripes 

1 liver,  1 kidney. 

Peritonitis 

5 stomachs,  2 livers,  1 spleen,  1 intes- 

1  liver,  2 spleens. 

tine,  1 carcase  and  organs 

1 portion. 

Cystic 

10  livers,  29  lungs,  4 kidneys,  1 skirt  ... 

2 livers,  5 lungs,  2 
kidneys. 

Carcinoma 

Nil  

Nil. 

Johne’s  Disease... 

1 lung 

Nil. 

Gangrene 

1 portion... 

Nil. 

Mastitis  ... 

Nil  

22  udders,  5 carcase 

and  organs  (with 
fevered  con- 
ditions). 


Disease. 


Calves. 


Abscesses 

Bruising... 

Cirrhosis 

Congestion 

Decomposition  ... 

Fatty 

Degeneration 
Fracture 
Moribund 
Necrosis... 
Peritonitis 
Pleurisy. . . 
Pneumonia 
Cystic 


3 heads,  1 liver. 

1 portion. 

9 livers. 

1 head,  3 plucks,  2 livers. 

1 veil. 

3 livers. 

1 leg. 

1 carcase  and  organs. 

1 liver. 

1 carcase  and  organs,  1 stomach,  1 liver. 

1 carcase  and  organs. 

2 plucks. 

2 livers,  1 pluck. 
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Disease. 

Sheep. 

Abscesses 

7 heads,  7 livers,  1 carcase  and  organs,  10  plucks,  9 portions, 
1 skirt,  1 spleen. 

Dropsy  ... 

1 1 carcases  and  organs,  4 heads,  4 plucks. 

Bruising... 

4 portions. 

Cirrhosis... 

6 livers. 

Congestion 

35  plucks,  1 head,  1 stomach. 

Decomposition  ... 

1 1 plucks,  1 1 heads,  1 5 carcases  and  organs. 

Distomatosis 

83  livers. 

Emaciation 

Nil. 

Degeneration  . . . 

1 carcase  and  organs. 

Fevered... 

1 carcase  and  organs. 

Inflammation  . . . 

1 stomach. 

Jaundice 

Nil. 

Melanosis 

Nil. 

Moribund 

6 carcases  and  organs. 

Necrosis... 

Nil. 

Pericarditis 

1 carcase  and  organs  (septic). 

Peritonitis 

Nil. 

Pleurisy. . . 

8 plucks,  1 forequarter  (septic). 

Pneumonia 

3 carcases  and  organs,  6 plucks. 

Pyaemia... 

Nil. 

Septic  Metritis  . . . 

1 carcase  and  organs. 

Parasites 

959  livers,  3 lungs,  1 pluck,  1 stomach. 

Cystic 

2 livers. 

Arthritis 

1 portion. 

Anaemia 

1 pluck,  1 head. 

Rheumatism 

1 portion. 

Multiple  Abscesses 

1 carcase  and  organs. 

Disease. 

Pigs. 

Abscesses 

1 carcase  and  organs,  1 head,  1 stomach,  1 pluck,  3 portions. 

Cirrhosis... 

6 livers. 

Congestion 

12  plucks,  5 livers,  15  stomachs,  3 mesenteries,  4 lungs,  7 in- 
testines. 

Bruising... 

1 carcase  and  organs,  2 heads,  7 portions. 

Decomposition  ... 

13  stomachs,  1 pluck,  6 livers,  1 lung,  1 heart,  2 portions. 

Distomatosis 

1 liver. 

Emaciation 

Nil. 

Dropsy  ... 

2 carcases  and  organs. 

Fevered  ... 

1 pluck,  1 mesentery,  1 stomach,  1 intestine. 

Inflammation  . . . 

23  stomachs,  2 mesenteries,  18  intestines,  3 plucks,  1 carcase  and 
organs. 

Jaundice 

Nil. 

Parasites 

1 lung,  1 liver,  1 stomach. 

Pericarditis 

Nil. 

Peritonitis 

1 carcase  and  organs,  4 livers,  30  stomachs,  3 portions,  1 ia- 
testine,  1 mesentery. 

Pleurisy... 

6 plucks,  2 hearts,  1 lung. 

Pneumonia 

4 plucks,  4 hearts. 

Swine  Erysipelas 

1 carcase  and  organs,  1 pluck,  1 mesentery. 

Cystic 

2 plucks. 

Putrification 

Nil. 

Moribund 

4 carcases  and  organs. 

Enteritis  : 

stomachs  . . . 

117. 

Enteritis  : 

intestines  . . . 

7. 

Rickets  ... 

Nil. 

Necrosis... 

1 8 livers,  5 stomachs. 

Arthritis... 

3 portions. 
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(b)  Tuberculosis. 


Cattle 


(excluding 

Cows). 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Pigs 

Carcase  and  all  Organs... 

35 

63 

2 

4 

Forequarters 

39 

10 

— 

— 

Heads  and  Tongues 

307 

117 

1 

10 

Hearts  ... 

143 

73 

— 

2 

Hindquarters 

3 

3 

— 

2 

Intestines 

3 

6 

— 

2 

Kidney  ... 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Livers 

66 

86 

— 

2 

Lungs 

454 

189 

— 

2 

Mesenteric  Fat  ... 

34 

26 

— 

6 

Portions  of  Meat 

10 

5 

— 

— 

Skirt 

104 

37 

— 

— 

Spleen 

19 

6 

— 

Stomachs 

32 

7 

— 

9 

Udders  ... 

...  — 

2 

— 

— 

Organs  ... 

...  — 

- 

4 

— 

Sheep. 

Nil. 


INSPECTION  OF  FOODS  OTHER  THAN  MEAT. 


List  of  Food  Condemned 


Bacon  . . . 

Butter  Beans 
Cake 

Cereal  . . . 

Cereoca 
Cheese  . . . 
Chocolates 
Cocoa  . . . 

Crabs  . . . 

Dates  ... 

Dried  Egg  Powder 
Dried  Fruit 
Fish 
Flour 
Macaroni 
Potatoes 
Sugar  . . . 

Sweets  ... 


Tons. 


Cwts. 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 


2 

1 

1 

6 

8 

15 


Qrs.  Stns.  Lbs. 

- - 5 

2 1 5 


2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 


8 

12 

4 

2 


8 

5 
4 

6 

7 

9 
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Small  quantities  of  the  following  were  also  dealt  with  : — 

Horse  Radish  Cream. 
Jelly. 

Junket. 

Lemon  Crystals. 


Anchovy. 

Baking  Powder. 
Betox. 

Biscuits. 

Brandy  Essence. 
Butter. 

Cake  Mixture. 
Certo. 

Chocolate  Mixture. 
Cinnamon. 

Coconut  Mixture. 
Coffee. 

Creamola. 

Cream  Barley. 
Custard  Powder. 

Eggs- 

Fish  Cakes. 

Fish  Paste. 

Fruit  Sauce. 
Frigets. 

Gherkins. 

Gravy  Browning. 
Honey. 


Malted  Milk. 

Mint  Sauce. 
Mustard. 

Nutmeg. 

Orange  Juice. 
Olives. 

Pepper. 

Pickles. 

Red  Cabbage. 
Rusks. 

Salad  Cream. 
Sauce. 

Sausages. 

Semolina. 

Sponge  Mixture. 
Suet. 

Sultana  Pudding. 
Vinegar. 

Walnuts. 


TINNED  FOODS. 

Meat.  Jam. 

Milk.  Vegetables. 

Fish.  Soup. 

Fruit. 

Total  number  of  tins — 9206. 


IV.  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  FOR  THE  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

185 

- 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 
*Other  premises  under  the  Act  (including 
works  of  building  and  engineering  con- 
struction, but  not  including  outworkers’ 

67 

premises) 

4 

— 

- — - 

Total 

♦Electrical  Stations  should  be  reckoned  as 
factories. 

256 

— 
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2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which  Pro- 
secutions 
were 

instituted. 

(5) 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found. 

(2) 

Remedied. 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

(4) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1 ) 

4 

4 



— . 

Overcrowding  (S.  2)  ... 

» . . • . « 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperatures  (S.  3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.  4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.  6)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

unsuitable 

10 

10 

— 

— 

(S.  7)  ■= 

not  separate 
for  sexes 

2 

2 

Other  Offences 

(Not  including  offences  relating  to 
Home  Work  or  offences  under 
the  Sections  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  (Factories  and  Work- 
shops Transfer  of  Powers)  Order, 
1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories 
Act,  1937) 

’ 

' 

Total 

16 

16 

— 

— 

3.— HOME  WORK. 


List  of  Out-Workers  (Part  VIII,  Section  110). 


List  received  from  employers. 
Wearing  Apparel  : — 


(!)  Making,  etc 


Twice  in  the 
Year. 

Total  Out- 

Lists.  Lists.  Workers. 

^ A ^ 

59  29  123 


Addresses  of 
Out-workers 


Received  from  other 
Councils  ... 
Forwarded  to  other 
Councils  ... 


Prosecutions  (failure  to  send  in  lists) 

No.  of  inspections  of  Out-workers' 
Premises  ...  


Out-work  in  unwholesome  Premises 
(Sec.  Ill) 

Out-work  in  infected  Premises 
(Sec.  Ill) 


2 

5 


2 

33 

37 


Once  in  the 
Year. 

Out- 

Lists.  Workers. 

, 

1 8 

3 3 

3 3 
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4.— REGISTERED  FACTORIES. 

Factories  on  the  Register  (S.  8)  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  408 


5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : 


Class. 


Number. 


Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act 

/C  1 oo\ 

\ • X !•••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 


Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M. 
Inspector  as  remediable  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the 
Factory  Acts  (S.  3) 

^^^tli^^rs ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


< 


C. 


Notified  by  H.M. 

Inspector 
Reports  of  action 
sent  to  H.M. 
Inspector 


2 

2 


12 


V.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Part  V. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  visits  were  made  to  houses,  schools,  and  places 
of  work  in  connection  with  the  investigation  of  infectious  disease. 

Disinfection. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  diseases,  etc.,  necessitating  disinfection 
of  rooms  : — 


From  Private  Houses. 


Disease. 

No.  of  Rooms. 

Scarlet  Fever 

43 

Diphtheria  ... 

7 

Tuberculosis 

47 

Cancer 

7 

Total 

104 

The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Assistant  to  infected 
premises  was  298. 

From  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital. 


The  articles  disinfected  were  : — 

Mattresses  ... 

Pillows 

Blankets 


Total 


346 

1843 

296 


2485 


51 


From  Ministry  of  Works. 


The  articles  disinfected  were  : — 

Mattresses  ... 

Pillows 

Blankets 


Total 


647 

536 

1465 


2648 


Fifty-five  bundles  containing  approximately  195  mattresses  were 
disinfected  for  private  firms. 

Miscellaneous  Cases. 

Eight  hundred  and  eighty-nine  articles,  etc.,  were  disinfected. 


VI.  COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  five  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough 
as  follows  : — 


The  Wheelwright’s  Arms,”  East  Road 

6 Lodgers. 

Horse  and  Jockey,”  East  Road 

7 

The  George  I Vth,”  East  Road 

14  „ 

The  Central,”  East  Road 

18 

The  Church  Army  Hostel,”  Willow  Walk 

37 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

82 

One  change  of  keeper  arose  during  the  year  following  the  death 
of  the  keeper.  Upon  certain  improvements  and  provision  of  male  super- 
vision at  night-time  the  Council  decided  to  register  the  wife  of  the  former 
keeper. 

Twenty-eight  routine  visits  were  made  to  Lodging  Houses  during 
the  year,  and  in  addition  a series  of  visits  and  enquiries  were  made  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  inspectors  in  connection  with 
information  received  regarding  smallpox  in  Lodging  Houses  in  another 
part  of  the  country.  Strict  precautions  were  instituted  until  the  danger 
subsided. 

VII.  RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

There  are  two  rat-catchers  under  the  control  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee. 

The  statement  set  out  below  shows  the  action,  etc.,  taken  in  1947  : — 

Number  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  629 

Occasions  when  poison  baits  were  used  ...  317 

Number  of  rats  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  1136 

In  addition,  poison  “ takes  ” were  found  in  300  cases.  The  number 
of  rats  killed  in  this  way  can  only  be  estimated.  The  number  of  visits 
to  various  premises  was  1913. 
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VIII.  CARAVANS. 

Cambridge  Corporation  Act,  1932. 

Under  the  Act  the  following  sites  are  approved  : — 

Adjoining  132  Scotland  Road  ...  ...  ...  12  Caravans. 

Belonging  to  Mrs.  Harris,  Coldham’s  Lane  ...  12  ,, 

Fen  Road,  Chesterton  ...  ...  ...  ...  12  ,, 

During  the  year,  owing  chiefly  to  the  deplorable  housing  situation, 
the  demand  for  caravan  sites  has  greatly  increased.  No  further  sites 
were  approved. 

In  connection  with  nine  cases  of  proposed  sites  the  Council  raised 
no  objection  for  limited  periods,  which  were  extended  in  some  cases 
on  renewed  application.  In  several  cases  action  was  taken  with  a view 
to  the  clearing  of  sites  illegally  occupied.  A number  of  vans  left  the 
district  during  the  year.  One  hundred  and  twenty-one  visits  were  made 
to  van  sites. 


IX.  RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911-1928. 

Apart  from  dealing  with  enquiries  made  from  an  adjoining  district, 
no  matters  arose  under  these  Acts  during  the  year. 


X.  PLACES  OF  PUBLIC  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Sixteen  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises,  including  8 cinemas 
and  2 theatres,  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  in  connection  with  sanitary 
accommodation,  ventilation,  etc. 

Improved  sanitary  arrangements  and  ventilation  systems  were 
installed  in  2 cases. 


XI.  LICENSING  AND  CONTROL  OF  BUILDING. 

In  order  to  assist  the  licensing  administration,  it  was  agreed  during 
the  year  that  all  applications  for  W.B.A.  permits  for  sanitary  fittings, 
e.g.,  sinks,  baths,  W.C.’s,  etc.,  should  be  granted  only  on  inspection  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Since  the  scheme  was  instituted  in  September, 
221  inspections  have  been  made  for  this  purpose.  In  addition,  the 
Department  has  dealt  with  a number  of  applications  for  licences  concerned 
with  matters  falling  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  and  Public  Health  Acts. 
All  applications  for  licences  for  work  covered  or  required  by  the  statutory 
powers  administered  by  the  Public  Health  Department  are  granted  by 
the  Council’s  Licensing  Officer  or,  if  over  the  financial  limit,  are  supported 
by  the  Council  with  the  Ministry  of  Works. 


